Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 02373 020956Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ISO-OO DHA-02 OIC-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 HEW-04 AID-05 /080W 

020959 109359/10 

P 02090 1Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9602 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 

CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 2373 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION MEETING— 

GENEVA, FEBRUARY 7 TO MARCH 11, 1977 

REF: (A) STATE 24394 (B) STATE 36388 

1 . ACTING DIRCTOR MEA'S INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION DEPARTMENT 
ZUBAIRU TOLD POLCOUNS AND VISITING AF/W OFFICERS HOUDEK AND 
LOLLIS FEBRUARY 28 THAT U.S. INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS IS WELCOME 
DEVELOPMENT. SPEAKING PERSONALLY, ZUBAIRU VOLUNTEERED THAT 
THERE HAVE BEEN SERIOUS VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN AFRICA AND 
SUGGESTED IT IS TIME AFRICANS BEGAN TO SPEAK OUT ON THE ISSUE. 

UGANDAN SITUATION SPECIFICALLY CITED. 

2. ZUBAIRU ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS EASIER FOR NIGERIA TO 
SPEAK OUT ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES IN UN FORA RATHER THAT AT AN 
OAU MEET. THIS ATTITUDE IS REFLECTION OF NIGERIAN AVERSION TO 
DISCUSSING INTERNAL FFAIRS OF BROTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES. 

AS MEA OFFICIAL NOTED, ONE CANNOT DISCUSS HUMAN RIGHTS IN A 
COUNTRY WITHOUT TALKING ABOUT THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THAT 
COUNTRY. SIMILAR POSITION ADOPTED BY DEPUTY DIRCTOR AFRICA 
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DEPARTMENT LAST MONTH, WHO, WHEN DISCUSSING NIGERIAN REACTION 
TO PARTICIPATING IN A REVIEW OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN EQUATORIAL 
GUINEA (76 STATE 252337), TOLD POLCOUNS THAT FMG WOULD HAVE NO 
OBJECTION PROVIDED THAT REVIEW WERE NOT CONDUCTED IN BILATERAL 
NIGERIAN-EQUATORIAL GUINEAN CONTEXT. AFTER ALL, HE NOTED, 

HUMAN RIGHTS OF MANY OTHERS IN ADDITION TO NIGERIAN LABORERS HAD 
BEEN AFFECTED BY MACIAS GOVERNMENT ACTION. 
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3. COMMENT: FMG COULD BE EXPECTED TO WELCOME U.S. EMPHASIS ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS GIVEN ITS ATTITUDE ON RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE. NIGERIA BECOMES SOMEWHAT 
SQUEAMISH ABOUT GOING ON THE RECORD, HOWEVER, WHEN ISSUE INVOLVES 
INTERNAL POLICIES OF FELLOW OAU MEMBER STATES. WHILE WE HAVE NO 
DOUBT THAT MANY NIGERIANS PRIVATELY SHARE ZUBAIRU'S CRITICAL 
VIEW OF AMIN'S RECORD IN THIS AREA, IT IS MUCH MORE DIFFICULT 
FOR FMG OFFICIALLY TO HOLD THAT VIEW. WE SHOULD NOT EXPECT 
NIGERIANS TO TAKE THE LEAD IN ANY DEBATE INVOLVING BLACK 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS. NEITHER, HOWEVER, NEED WE ANTICIPATE 
NIGERIAN OPPOSITION TO DISCUSSING THE QUESTION. 

CROSBY 
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